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Maine Historical Record Advisory Board   
Meeting Minutes 
March 11, 2026 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Zoom 
  
Board Members Present: Kevin Johnson, Larissa Vigue, Kat Stefko, Anna Faherty, Pat Dunn, Steve Bromage 

Board Members Absent: Earle Shettleworth, Jill Piekut-Roy 

MSA Staff Present: Christian Cotz, Tammy Marks 

Public Attendance: None 

The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m.  

Call to Order 
Christian welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
  
Welcome and Roll Call 
Attendance was taken. A quorum was confirmed. 

Approval of January 14, 2026, meeting minutes
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Larissa Vigue Picard and seconded by Patricia Dunn. The motion passed unanimously.

MSA Highlights and Cultural Building Updates
Christian provided the Board with updates on activities and priorities at the Maine State Archives. No updates have been received from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) or the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) regarding pending grant applications. As a result, the status of federal funding for the NHPRC state regrant program remains uncertain. To address this, the Archives secured funding through the Cultural Affairs Council and internal state funds to support approximately $110,000 in Semiquincentennial grants. Initial programming is underway, including lecture events hosted by the Osher Map Library. 

The Board was informed of a recent PFAS advisory issued by the City of Hallowell. As the State Records Center is connected to the municipal water system, the situation is being monitored for any potential impacts. 
An update was provided on the LibSafe/Open Access platform. Following recent discussions with LibNova, improvements in support are anticipated as the vendor establishes a presence in the United States. The Archives expect to make the platform available for broader access soon. 

Also, Christian updated the Board that the MSA Staff continues reviewing the Paul LePage materials, from his time in office, for confidentiality in response to increased public interest, with materials to be made available through Open Access. This will be the first governor’s collection made publicly accessible in this format. Selected materials from Matt Dunlap’s tenure as Secretary of State are also being prepared. 

Progress was reported on the updated printing of the Maine Constitution, currently in its fifth proof stage, with final approval expected soon. The document will be used as part of a statewide travel exhibit. Plans are underway for an “Ask an Archivist” virtual session for municipal clerks and small historical organizations, with scheduling targeted for April. 

Additionally, the Archives is exploring the purchase of a book-eye scanner to support digitization efforts for municipalities and smaller organizations, pending available funding at the end of the fiscal year. 

An update was provided on the Cultural Building, noting that operations are proceeding well overall. HVAC work in the vault is nearing completion, and staff anticipate returning collections currently stored off-site once conditions stabilize.

Board Member Updates
Kevin Johnson shared news of his recently published book, Boothbay Now and Then. which draws from historic photographic collections and includes modern rephotographs of the same locations. He noted plans for upcoming presentations and outreach related to the publication.

Anna Faherty announced an upcoming Franco-American art exhibit at the Franco-American Center.

Larissa Vigue Picard provided updates on Semiquincentennial programming and announced an upcoming publication on Joshua Chamberlain’s 1876 Centennial speech.

Steve Bromage noted ongoing planning for a traveling Declaration of Independence exhibit across the state.

Additional Discussion
The Board discussed the uncertainty of future federal funding and the importance of continuing programming and outreach efforts using available resources. Members also discussed the possibility of holding future meetings in person. It was suggested that in-person meetings could be structured as full-day events to include tours, workshops, or site visits at institutions across the state. 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:43 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2026.
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